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Muslims have been favored in many ways by Allah, and have been given opportunities 

to reap great blessings from the sacred days and months which have been highlighted 

in Islamic teachings. 

The month of Dhul Hijjah is one of those blessed months which is known to be 

extremely virtuous in the sight of Allah. It is on account of this sanctity and holiness, 

Allah has ordered two great acts of worship, namely Hajj and Qurbani, to be done in 

this month. Millions of Muslims anxiously wait for the arrival of this blessed month, 

so that they may hasten to Allah’s beloved house in Makkah to perform the 

pilgrimage, and others prepare themselves to offer their Qurbani to Allah in their 

homeland. 

The Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) has spoken highly of this month, and has mentioned 

the great virtues that lie in the first ten days of the month. In this regard, Abu Hurairah 

(R.A) narrated that the Prophet (S.A.S) said, 
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“There are no other days in which doing good actions are more beloved to Allah than 

the ten days of Dhul Hijah, (i.e. the first 10 days), the fast of one day from it equals to 

the fast of one year and the standing by night in worship on any of these nights equals 

to the standing of Lailatul Qadr.” (Tirmidhi Hadith No. 758)  

Abdullah bin Abass (R.A) also narrated that the Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) said, ‘There 

are no other days in which good deeds are more beloved to Allah than on these days 

(that is, the 10 days of Dhul Hijjah). Upon this, the companions asked, ‘O Messenger 

of Allah! Not even Jihad in the cause of Allah? He replied, ‘not even Jihad in the cause 

of Allah, except that person who leaves with his self and wealth and does not return 

with any of it’. One narration also states that the Prophet (S.A.S) said, ‘There is no 

deed that is purer in the sight of Allah nor greater in reward than a good deed which 

a person does in the ten days of Dhul Hijjah.’ (Bukhari Hadith No. 969)  

In another tradition, Jabir (R.A) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) said, 

‘There are no days that are more superior in the sight of Allah than the ten days of 

Dhul Hijjah’. A man asked, ‘O Rasulullah! Are these ten days more superior or a similar 

number of days in Jihad for the cause of Allah?’ The Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) replied, 

‘They are more superior than a similar number of days in Jihad for the cause of Allah, 

except that a person whose face is begrimed in the soil.’ (Majma’ Az Zawaa’id No. 

5553)  

Abdulah bin Abass (R.A) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) said, ‘There are 

no other days which are greater in the sight of Allah, nor are good deeds more 

beloved to Allah in other days than the ten days (of Dhul Hijjah). Therefore, engage 

abundantly in reciting Subhanallah, Alhamdulillah, La ilaha illah and Allahu Akbar 

during these days.’ (Tabarani in Al Kabeer Hadith No. 11116)  



These traditions show how virtuous and blessed the days and the nights of the first 

10 days of Dhul Hijjah are in the sight of Allah. As such, Muslims should take maximum 

benefit of such precious and valuable time and do as much good deeds as possible. 

It is because of such virtues, which are promised for doing good actions during the 

course of the 10 days of Dhul Hijjah, Abu Darda (R.A) a great companion of the 

Prophet (S.A.S) used to say, “Pay special attention to the fast of the 10 days of Dhul 

Hijjah. During these days, supplicate much to Allah for His forgiveness and give much 

Sadaqah, for I have heard the Prophet (S.A.S) saying, ‘Woe unto that person who is 

deprived of the blessings and goodness of these 10 days.” In another tradition 

reported by Abdullah Ibn Umar (R.A), he narrates that the Prophet (S.A.S) said, “There 

are no other days on which performing good actions are dearer and greater to Allah 

than the ten days of Dhul Hijjah. On these days, you should frequently recite such 

kalimahs as Laa ilaaha il-lal-laah, Alhamdu lil-laah and Al-laahu akbar.” (Ahmad Hadith 

No. 5447)  

It is for this reason, the Sahabahs and pious predecessors engaged themselves 

constantly in these kalimahs whether they were walking, sitting, lying, in the market 

places or at home. 

 

 

The Day of Arafah 

 

Another outstanding merit of the month of Dhul Hijjah, is that the blessed day of 

Arafah falls in this month within the first 10 days. 

This day which is the 9th of Dhul Hijjah is extremely great and virtous, and the 

Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) has spoken highly of its virtues. 

In this regard, the Prophet (S.A.S) is reported to have said, 
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‘There is no day in which Allah sets free more souls from the fire of hell than on the 

day of Arafah. On that day, Allah draws near to the earth, and by way of exhibiting 

His greatness and grandeur, says to the angels, “What is the desire of these servants 

of mine?” (Muslim Hadith No. 3288)  

In another tradition, the Messenger of Allah (S.A.S) is reported to have said, ‘Besides 

the day on which the battle of Badr occurred, there is no other day on which Satan is 

seen more humiliated, rejected, depressed and more enraged (angered) than on the 

day of Arafah. This is only because of the abundance of Allah’s mercy and His 



forgiveness to His servants which descend on this day’. (Mu’atta Malik Hadith No. 

944)  

With respect to the day of Arafah, the Prophet (S.A.S) also spoke highly of the virtue 

of observing the fast of this day (for non-pilgrims). 

About this, he said, 
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‘The fast of Arafah expiates the sins of two years, the past and the coming year.’ 

(Tirmidhi Hadith No. 749)  

Sa’eed bin Jubair has also narrated that, 
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A man asked Abdullah bin Umar (R.A) about fasting on the day of Arafah. He replied, 

‘While we were still with the Messenger of Allah (S.A.S), we used to consider it to be 

equivalent to fasting for two years.’ (Majma Az Zawaa’id Hadith No. 5145) 

In another tradition, Abu Sa’eed Al Kudri (R.A) stated that the Messenger of Allah 

(S.A.S) said, 

 

فِ 
ُ
ورَاءَ غ

ُ
، وَمَنْ صَامَ عَاش

ُ
ه
َ
ف
ْ
ل
َ
 خ

ٌ
ة
َ
 وَسَن

ُ
مَامَه

َ
 أ
ٌ
ة
َ
 سَن

ُ
ه
َ
فِرَ ل

ُ
 غ
َ
ة
َ
 مَنْ صَامَ يَوْمَ عَرَف

ٌ
ة
َ
 سَن

ُ
ه
َ
رَ ل  

 

‘He who fast on the day of Arafah, his sins for the year ahead of him and the year 

behind him are forgiven. And he who fast on the Day of Ashura, his sins for a year are 

forgiven.’ (Majma Az Zawaa’id Hadith No. 5142) It is therefore recommended that 

one should observe the fast of Arafah. 

 

 


